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LISTING OF THE CLAIMS 

1. (Currently Amended) A text symbol entry system, comprising: 

a display visually divided into a plurality of at l o ast two functional areas 
including: ff,n 

a first of th e functional area[[s]] corr e sponding to a first asp e ct of e nt e ring 
toxt symbols for displaying selected characters; 

a , and a second of th e functional area[[s]] for displaying candidate 
characters corr e sponding to a second asp e ct of o ntoring t e xt symbols ; and 

a third functional area for displaying at least a first stroke category and a 
second stroke category; 

an indicator system operable by one human digit, the indicator system having at 
least a first cardinal state corresponding to a first stroke cat e gory , a second cardinal 
state corr e sponding to a s e cond strok e category , and a third cardinal state , th e th i rd 
card i nal state having no t e xtual m e aning associat e d with it ; 

a processor responsive to each cardinal state, whereby the indicator system may 
fee hsused to select between candidate characters in the second functional area and to 
select between said first stroke category and said second stroke category in the third 
functional area options d i splay e d i n at l east on o of the functiona l ar e as ; 

a program controlling the processor so that t o xt symbo l s characters are may b e 
entered for display in the first functional area in response to a user: 

indicating at least one desired stroke category from among the first stroke 
category and the second stroke category by moving the indicator system into the first 
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cardinal state or second cardinal state, thereby causing the program to display at least 
two candidate characters in the second functional area, wherein said at least two 
candidate characters are formed, at least in part, by a stroke represented by the desired 
stroke category; and 

indicating which of the at least two candidate characters the user wants 
displayed in said first functional area- 
s e l e cting at l e ast on e of th e opt i ons; and 

wh e r ei n th e f i rst functiona l ar e a d i splays candidat e t e xt symbols which compris e 
comp l eted t e xt symbo l s that have strokes associated with said f i rst and s e cond stroke 
cat e gor ie s and th e s e cond functional ar e a d i splays s e l e ct e d t e xt symbols; and 

th e d i splay furth e r compris e s a strok e d i splay ar e a for d i sp l aying strok e s within 
sai d fi r st and s e cond strok e categori e s, wh i ch ar e r e sp e ct i v e ly id e ntifiab l e by th e first 
a nd se cond cardinal stat e s. 

2. (Currently Amended) The text symbol entry system of claim 1, wherein: 

the first cardinal state is activated by applying a force to said indicator system to 
a first location; 

the second cardinal state is activated by applying a force to said indicator system 
to a second location; and 

the third cardinal state is activated by identifying a third location, the third location 
being located between the first location and the second location. 
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3. (Previously Presented) The text symbol entry system of claim 2, wherein a fourth 
cardinal state is activated by activating the first cardinal state and the third cardinal 
state. 

4. (Currently Amended) The text symbol entry system of claim 2, wherein identifying the 
third location is accomplished by applying a force to said indicator system to the third 
location. 

5. (Previously Presented) The text symbol entry system of claim 1 , wherein the text 
symbol entry system has a first mode and a second mode, wherein; 

when the text entry system is in the first mode, the first cardinal state has a 
textual meaning associated with it, and 

when the text entry system in the second mode, the first cardinal state has a 
different meaning associated with it. 

6. (Previously Presented) The text symbol entry system of claim 5, wherein the different 
meaning is a different textual meaning. 

7. (Previously Presented) The text symbol entry system of claim 5, wherein the different 
meaning is not a textual meaning. 
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8. (Previously Presented) The text symbol entry system of claim 7, wherein the different 
meaning is a navigational meaning. 

9. (Currently Amended) The text symbol entry system of claim 5, wherein moving from 
the first mode to the second mode is accomplished by applying a force to said indicator 
system to the third location. 

10. (Previously Presented) The text symbol entry system of claim 5, wherein when the 
text symbol entry system is in the first mode, the first cardinal state is used to select a 
first category of text symbol and the second cardinal state is used to select a second 
category of text symbol. 

1 1 . (Previously Presented) The text symbol entry system of claim 1 , wherein the first 
cardinal state is used to select a first category of text symbol and the second cardinal 
state is used to select a second category of text symbol. 

12. (Previously Presented) The text symbol entry system of claim 1 1 , wherein the first 
cardinal state is used to select a first category of text symbol and the second cardinal 
state is used to select a second category of text symbol, wherein the first category of 
text symbol includes symbols having a first feature and the second category of text 
symbol includes symbols having a second feature. 
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13. (Previously Presented) The text symbol entry system of claim 12, wherein a symbol 
having both the first feature and the second feature is included in both the first category 
and the second category. 

14. (Previously Presented) The text symbol entry system of claim 1 , wherein the 
indicator system includes a position indicator and selection of one of the cardinal states 
is accomplished by detecting a position of the position indicator. 

15. (Currently Amended) A method of entering text symbols, comprising: 

providing a display having a plurality of functional areas first functional area and 
a s e cond funct i ona l ar ea wherein [[the]] a first functional area displays candidate text 
symbols and [[the]] a second functional area displays selected text symbols and a third 
functional area displays at least a first stroke category and a second stroke category , 
and the disp l ay furth e r comprises a strok e display ar e a for d i sp l ay i ng symbo l s 
id e ntif i able by the first and s e cond card i nal stat e s ; 

providing an indicator system operable by one human digit, the indicator system 
having a first cardinal state corr e sponding to a first strok e cat e gory , a second cardinal 
state corr e spond i ng to a s e cond strok e cat e gory , and a third cardinal state; 

providing a processor operably connected to the indicator system; 

activating the first cardinal state to indicate at least one desired stroke category 
from among the first stroke category and the second stroke category by moving the 
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indicator system into the first cardinal state or second cardinal state, thereby causing 
the program to display at least two candidate characters in the second functional area, 
wherein said at least two candidate characters are formed, at least in part, by a stroke 
represented by the desired stroke category; and 

indicating which of the at least two candidate characters the user wants 
displayed in said first functional area 

to th e proc e ssor s o l o ction of a f i rst cat e gory of text symbo l to b e e nt e r e d, th e first 
cat e gory i nc l uding t e xt symbols us e d to creat e t e xt; and 

d i sp l ay i ng i n th e strok e d i sp l ay ar e a a symbol of th o f i rst cat e gory . 

16. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 15, further comprising displaying a 
representative symbol, the representative symbol corresponding to the first stroke 
category. 

17. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 15, further comprising displaying in the 
first functional area text having one of the symbols corresponding to the first stroke 
category. 

18. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 17, further comprising: 

activating the second cardinal state to indicate to the processor selection of a 
second stroke category of text symbol to be entered, the second stroke category 
including symbols used to create text; and 
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displaying in the first functional area text having one of the symbols 
corresponding to the first stroke category and one of the symbols corresponding to the 
second stroke category. 

19. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 17, further comprising selecting the text 
symbol displayed in the first functional area. 

20. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 18, further comprising displaying the 
selected text symbol in the second functional area. 

21. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 15, further comprising: 

displaying in the first functional area a first icon that represents text which has 
one of the symbols corresponding to the first stroke category; and 

displaying in the first functional area a second icon that represents part of a text 
symbol, the first icon and the second icon having the same symbols. 

22. (Currently Amended) A method of entering text symbols, comprising: 

providing a display divided into a plurality of functional areas having a f i rst 
funct i onal ar o a and a s e cond funct i ona l aroa wherein a_[[the]] first functional area 
displays candidate text symbols which comprise completed text symbols that have 
strokes associated with first and second stroke categories and a_[[the]] second 
functional area displays selected text symbols, and the display further comprises a 
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stroke display area for displaying symbols identifiable by first and second cardinal states 
and a third functional area for displaying at least one stroke category and a second 
stroke category ; 

providing an indicator system operable by a human eye, the indicator system 
having a first cardinal state, a second cardinal state, and a third cardinal state; 

providing a processor operably connected to the indicator system; 

activating the first cardinal state to indicate to at least one desired stroke 
category from among the first stroke category and the second stroke category by 
moving the indicator system into the first cardinal state or second cardinal state, thereby 
causing the program to display at least two candidate characters in the second 
functional area, wherein said at least two candidate characters are formed, at least in 
part, bv a stroke represented by the desired stroke category; and 

indicating which of the at least two candidate characters the user wants 
displayed in said first functional area 

th e proc e ssor s e l e ct i on of a first strok e cat e gory to b e e nt e r e d, th e f i rst strok e 
category including symbols us e d to cr e at e a plurality of t e xt symbols; and 

display i ng in th o stroke disp l ay area a symbol of th e first cat e gory . 

23. (Original) The method of claim 22, further comprising displaying a representative 
symbol, the representative symbol corresponding to the first category. 
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24. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 22, further comprising displaying in the 
first functional area a text symbol having one of the symbols corresponding to the first 
category. 

25. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 24, further comprising: 

activating the second cardinal state to indicate to the processor selection of a 
second stroke category to be entered, the second category including symbols used to 
create a plurality of text symbols; and 

displaying in the first functional area a text symbol having one of the symbols 
corresponding to the first category and one of the symbols corresponding to the second 
category. 

26. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 24, further comprising selecting the text 
symbol displayed in the first functional area. 

| 

27. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 26, further comprising displaying the 
selected text symbol in the second functional area. 
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28. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 22, further comprising: 

displaying in the first functional area a first icon that represents a text symbol 

which has one of the symbols corresponding to the first category; and 

displaying in the first functional area a second icon that represents part of a text 

symbol, the first icon and the second icon having the same symbols. 



